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Additional Requirements When Applying to a Scholarship, Bursary, and Award: 

Writing a Scholarship Essay 

 

“Why should I apply for a scholarship, bursary, or award?” 

Potential Financial Support Toward Your Education 

Cambrian College assists more than 1,000 students annually through their awards program. Thanks 

to numerous generous donors, in 2018-19, the total value of scholarships and bursaries distributed 

was more than $1,000,000.  

Grow Your List of Achievements  

You can list the scholarships, bursaries, and awards you have won on your résumé as part of your 

academic achievements! 

“How do I apply?” 

Steps in the Process  

1. You can find all Cambrian College scholarship, bursary, and award applications in your 

myCambrian account.  

- Please note that you are able to access the applications once you have registered for 

your program.  

2. Once you log in to your myCambrian account, click on your Student tab (the backpack 

icon). 

3. Once in your Student tab, look for the Financing My Education section (highlighted with 

a pig wearing a graduation cap, as shown below). 

 

4. Next, click on create a survey. Ensure to finish all steps in the survey, including the final 

step of submission. Submission of this short survey will pre-determine and list the awards 

you are eligible to apply for.  

- Please note that once you have submitted your survey, you will see this generated list 

within 24 hours.  

5. For further steps in applying for a scholarship, bursary, or award, please see the college’s 

how-to webpage on applying:  

Link: https://cambriancollege.ca/apply/how-to-apply/scholarships-and-bursaries/ 

Frequently Asked Questions about Applying:  

https://cambriancollege.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Scholarship-and-Bursary-FAQ.pdf 

 

https://cambriancollege.ca/apply/how-to-apply/scholarships-and-bursaries/
https://cambriancollege.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Scholarship-and-Bursary-FAQ.pdf
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 “As an Additional Requirement, they want an essay. What do I do next?                            

How should I write it?” 

Some Recommendations 

Outlining Your Essay  

Let us say you are eligible for and submitting an application to an award that is requiring the 

submission of the following: 

Submit a 500-word essay describing why you attended college, the challenges you 

have experienced, your experience as a first-generation student and your future 

goals. 

Please note that a first-generation student is defined as being the first generation of your family 

to attend postsecondary education (i.e., neither of your parents have attended postsecondary 

school). 

Now that you know what you must write about in your essay, divide each sub-topic of the 

essay into its own paragraph.   

Paragraph One:  

 Start by providing brief biographical information, introducing yourself. For example, you 

could explain what program and year you are in, as well as any relevant educational, 

professional, and/or personal details. 

 Describe why you attended college. What are your reasons or motivations behind attending 

college? 

Paragraph Two: 

 Now, describe the challenges you have experienced. 

 Provide 2-3 specific, concise examples that illustrate your challenges. Depending on what 

they are asking you to write about (or, if they do not specify), you could provide personal, 

financial, interpersonal, vocational/academic, professional challenges, etc.  

Paragraph Three: 

 Describe your experience as a first-generation student. Provide 2-3 specific, concise 

examples that illustrate your experience.  

Paragraph Four: 

 State what your future goals are, and explain why these are your goals. Why are these goals 

important to you? What do you hope to achieve in college, and why? You can think in terms 

of short- and/or long-term future goals. They may be personal, interpersonal, 

vocational/academic, and/or professional goals (if the essay description does not specify). 
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Composing and Formatting Your Essay 

 Ensure your essay meets the word-count requirement (so, for our example, the essay is to 

be 500 words in length). You can easily check the word count in Microsoft Word by 

clicking on the “File” tab and then “Info” to see the properties of the document, such as its 

word count.  

 

 Remember to proofread your work. Ask someone else to proofread your essay, too. Get a 

second opinion! 

 Write your essay in the first-person perspective of “I,” unless the essay guidelines specify 

otherwise. This is an essay about you and your experiences, so it would be effective to 

write in the first-person perspective. 

 Ensure that your essay is professionally written and formal in tone. For instance, try to 

avoid using slang, jargon (overly-specialized language), short forms, and contractions 

(example, instead of writing the contraction “don’t,” say “do not”). 

 Select a legible font and font size, if the guidelines do not specify (standard font is Times 

New Roman, 12-point font). You may wish to double-space your essay to increase 

readability. 

 Craft an informative, engaging title for your essay to ensure a finished-looking essay. Do 

not forget to provide your full name and student number on your essay, as shown below. 

After you supply your full name and student number, start the line of your first paragraph.  

 Remember to tab in the first line of every paragraph.  

Title Here 

Your Full Name and Student Number Here 

 Start the first line of your first paragraph here.  

 Save your finished, proofread essay as a PDF file, as this is the only format accepted. For 

more information, on how to submit Additional Requirements, like your essay, toward your 

awards application, please see the college’s how-to webpage on submission:  

Link:  

https://cambriancollege.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/How-to-Upload-Additional-Requirements.pdf 

https://cambriancollege.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/How-to-Upload-Additional-Requirements.pdf

